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2 4 Sermon Preach'd before the 


EZEKIEL xxxvi ver. 32. 


Not 7 your ſakes do I. this, ſaith the Lord God, 50 
Be aſhamed and confounded 12 


it known unto you s 


your own Ways, 0 Houſe of Iſrael, 


I E Prophet is, in this Chapter, commanded 
by God, to comfort the People and Land of 
Iſrael, with the News of the Deſtruction of 

the Heathen, who ſpitefully uſed them, and 
inſultef over them, in their Misfortunes; and with the 
Bleflings of God, promiſed unto Them: And to tell 
them, moreover, that as they had been rejected for 
their Sins, ſo they ſhould be reſtored without their De- 
ſerts: And Laſtly, what Uſe they ought to make of 
theſe his Favours. 


Places are ours in poſſeſſion, therefore propbeſie and ſay, Surely 
in the fire of my jealouſie have I ſpoken againſt the reſidue of 
' the Heathen, which have appointed my Land unto their 


poſſeſſion, with the joy of all their beart, with deſpiteful 


minds, to caſt it out for a Prey.— ] have lifted up my Hand, 
furely the Heathen that are about you, they ſhall bear their 
1 ; But ye, O Mountains of Iſrazl, ſhall ſhoot forth your 
Branches, and yield the Fruit to my People of Ijracl, for 
they are at hand to come; for behold, 1 am for you, and I will 
turn unto you, and will multiply upon you Man and Beaſt ; 


and they ſhall encreaſe, and bring Fruit, and I will. ſettle you. 


after your old eſtate, and will e e with ou, than at 
Dou. beginnings, and ye ſhall know that ] am the Lord. 

themſelves, — left the Fews ſhould vainly imagin that 
God removed theſe Evils from them, and promiſed them 
theſe Bleſſings for their own ſakes, the Prophet is com- 
mand d further to undeceive them, and tell: them 
plainly, wer. 17. that God puniſhed them, and gave 
them up to their Enemies, delervedly, and for their 
Sins, which . forſock not in their Sufferings, but 
—— pr ney 


Thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe the 
Enemy hath ſaid againſt you, Ab! even the ancient High 


But becauſe Men are exceeding apt to over-value 
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5 | —ophaned his Holy Name among the Heathen, and 
therefore could not in Reaſon think that they deſerv « 
to be deliver'd by Him. But, leſt they ſhould, He 
tells them, v. 22. Thus ſaith the Lord God, I do not this for 

7 your Sakes. And then goes on to tell them, what Bleſ- 
ſings he will farther beſtow pan them ; and in v. 31. 


. 2 


| 7 tells them how they ſhould improve theſe Favours, 
lof | Then ſhall ye remember your 6wn evil Mays, and your Do- 
10of ing that were not good, and ſhall loath your ſelves in your 
ind A wn ſight, for your Iniquities and for your Abominations : and 
the then follow the words of the Text, which ſeem to 
tell © compriſe the whole matter again; Not for your ſakes do 
for I this, ſaith the Lord God, be it Lows unto you : Be a- 
De. Fs and confounded for your own Ways, O Heuſe of Iſrael. 
> of Of which words, the Uſes we may make at this Time, 
the are theſe : — Firſt, To Conſider, that tho God never 
Tigh ee a Nation, but when it deſerves it at his Hands; 
rely Fl yet he often bleſſes a Nation when it does not deſerve 
4e of 'F Be it known unto you, ſaith the Lord God, not for your 
their 45 do I this, i. e. deliver you from Evils, and promiſe 
tefull you Bleſſings. Secondly, That the Senſe of theſe unde- 
and, L ſerved Favours ſhould work upon Men's Hearts, and flir 
ther them up the rather to Repentance. Be «ſhamed and con- 
your 5 feunded fer your own Ways, O Houſe of Hrael. 


„fer . I. That God does never Puniſh or Afflict a Nation, 
"will | bat it deſerves it at his Hands, is agreed upon moſt 


12 8 
8 


aft; Y unirerdaly „ becauſe no Body can conceive otherwiſe, 
2 you without conceiving Him Unjuſt, which contradicts both | 
an at Y the Natural and Reveald Notions we have of Him; «= 

| which ſet him forth, as the moſt Perfect, Excellene | © 1 
alue be and Uſeful Being, and therefore One, that can have 
that Ino Temptation to Injuſtice, much leſs can Arbitrarii MW 


hem be Unjuſt, or Puniſh. without Cauſe and Provocation, 
-0M- þ Fwhich da not only deſtroy the Nature of Juſtice, 
hem but even the End and Deſign of Puniſhment, which 
Is, not only to Afflict Offenders, but to Terrifie and 
Diſcourage People from Offending. God's Puniſh< 
but ments are always for a good End, for Illuſtration of 
aned . Power, to declare his hatred of Sin, and to deter 
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A Sermon Preach d before the 

others from Sinning. Now the Power of God is mant- 
teſted in Puniſhing, but to ſhew his hatred of Sin 
withai, He muſt only ſhew his Power in Puniſhing 
Sinners: and if the Exerciſe of this Power, is to deter 


others from Sinning, it can only do it, by puniſhing | 
Sinners. Every thing helps to ſhew, that a Nation or | 


People is never puntſhed by God, but it deſerves it at 
his Hands, for God can do nothing Unjuſt, nor Pu- 


niſh undeſervedly: Nor have We any other way of 


judging of his Power, than by our Natural Notions of 


his Juſtice, and Goodneſs, with the concordant De- 


clarations of his Will, in Revelation 
But, God does often blets a Nation and People, 
when they deſerve it not, which is the other Part of 
the Propoſition, and full as certain as the firſt. 'To 


this, we can, all of us, bear full Teſtimony, and evi- 


dence its Truth, by the many and great Favours we 


_ continually receive at God's Hands, which we may 


well acknowledge undeſerved, not ont of our Humilit 


and Modeſty, but in great Truth, and Juſtice. And 


unleſs it were ſo, there could be no Room for Mercy, 
and Favour. To deſerve Evil, and receive Good, 1s 
as neceſſary to the Illuſtration of God's Mercy, as to 


deferve Evil, is to the Juſtification of his Righteouſneſs 7 


—_—  — 


OY 5 « 
8 
"IG 
—__ — 
4 


9 
3 
X13 
Fg” ge” > 
Mg 
. Ix $4} 3 
0 
5 
% 5 | 
nes 1 | 7 
== al d 
3 c 
* 8 : 
> SR 
17 
25 
1 5 * / 
22 2 } y 
HR 1 ; } 
4s TEES 
. 0 r 
. 
„ 
i; 54 8 f 
„ 
*# : By 


when He puniſhes. A Man can no more be Pardoned, © 


than he can be Puniſhed, without Fault. And therefore 
as our Offences vindicate God's Juſtice, fo do they 
alſo illuſtrate his Mercy and Forgiveneſs ; and tho we 
muſt not therefore Sin, that Grace may abound, yet 
without Sin, tis ſure that Grace could not abound ; * 
for there would be no need of it, as it is taken for- 
God's free Mercy and Forgiveneſs of our Sins, by the 


Blood of Feſus Chriſt. 


And as it is, with regard to our Spiritual Concerns, 1 
to the Gifts and Graces of God, and the Forgiveneſs 


of our Sins; ſo is it alſo with reſpect to our Tempo- 


ral Ones, to the Bleſſings and Favours he beſtows on 


Men in this Life; they are all of them undeſervd; 
Marks of his Goodneſs, not the Rewards of any Merit, 
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on our Part. Not for your ſakes, do I this, ſaith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you. And tho' there is no doubt, 
but God hath ſecret Reaſons, ſtrong and good, for 
ing theſe Proceedings, yet need we not be ſolicitous of 
knowing what they are; for every one is ſatisfied : 


No one diſputes or murmurs about Favours: Both 
God and Man may ſhew Compaſſion, without Re- 
ſtraint, and on what Terms they pleaſe ; for no one 
35 thereby injured, Ng one is free to do another the 
leaſt Miſckief but all the Good he can, or will. Acts 
of Fuſtice are always neceſſary, and therefore under 
Laws and Rules; and Men cannot ſhew as much or 
as little as they pleaſe, but as much as is rcaſonable 
and fit, in the Caſes before them. But Acts of Favour 
are always voluntary, and therefore left at large, fot 
Men to do them, as they pleaſe, either more or leſs. 
And therefore, there is no Difficulty of underſtanding 
and aſſenting to what God ſays to Maßes, (as it is cited 
by St. Paul, Rom. 9. 15.) I will have Mercy, on whom 
I will have Mercy ; and 1 will have Compaſſion, on whom 1 
= ll have Compaſſion ; for no Body is hurt, by as much 
Mercy and Compaſſion as can be ſhewn : here is no 
= Exerciſe of a Power that People tremble under, but 
of one that all Mankind rejoyces in, and cares not how 
far it is extended. 5 
We are all of us fit for undeſerved Favours; and 
if God ſhould deal with us according to our Righ- 
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teouſneſs and Innocence, in his Eye-ſight, tho' one 
Man would be happier than another, yet even the bel} 
would be but miſerable. „„ 

But, becauſe the Text eſpecially refers to Bleſſings 
National and Common, and we are met, by Publick 
Order, to Commemorate, with Thankſulnefs to God, 
the Bleſſings that we have received; all. other Private 
* Conſiderations muſt give way, on this Occaſion. _ 
Ihe Text would very well allow me go recount the 
many great Deliverances, that God hath wroughit for 
zus, in the ſeveral Days of our Diſtfeſs; and the many 
e mazing Succeſſes he hath bleſs' d us with, from Time 
4 E cage 1 
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to Time, for many Generations, as well againſt our 
Enemies Abroad, as the Diſturbers of our Peace at 
Home. SY dot 
The Reformation of Religion at the firſt, from ſo 
much Superſtition and Corruption, as had overſpread 
its Face: The Awakening of the Nation to the Light 
and Truth of Chrif's Goſpel, after fo long and ſo pro- 
found a Sleep in Ignorance and Error. — The Reſtc- 
ration of the Royal Family, and of the Government 
both in Church and State, after a long unnatural 
War, and the total Subverſion of them both, and ſet- 
tling all things on their old Foundations — The Re- 
volution that fecur'd again our Church and State, when 
their Foundations were again ſhaken —— Theſe ſo 
great and univerſal Bleſſings would not be here im- 
properly inſiſted on, when we are counting up the In- 
ſtances of God's Favour and Mercy to our Nation; and 
When we ſet our ſelves to conſider, we never can for- 
get them; nor remember them without great Grati- 
rude and Praiſe. But theſe would call for much more 
Time and Patience, than J can look for upcn this Ocq- 
caſion. I know not if I ſhould be now permitted to 
number up diſtinctly the Bleſſings of even ſo ſmall a 
Part (I hope) of the Preſent Reign, as is already paſs d. 
They have been many in their Weight and Number, 
and have been, each of them, conſidered in their pro- 
per Seaſon : and if the mention of them now, may 
n one ſhort and tranſient Act of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs to God, within your Minds, I ſhall not 
think I have neglected them. _ | _ 
Nor does the - preſent Year want to recall the for- 
mer ones; to furniſh us with Matter for Thankſgiving, 
both for Deliverance, and for Victory: Sufficient to it, 
The Inſolent Attempt of Fance, upon the Nation, in 
the Spring, was ſo ſoon and eaſily defeated, that it 
hardly gave us time to apprehend any Danger from it. 
4 And even upon the ſobereſt Recollection, if we might 
judge only by what appears, it ſeems to have deſert d 
= EA | * ds n Foy $32 30's 2344 ms the = 
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the general Scorn it was received withal.To fee a Prince, 


grown old in artful Wiles,and deep Contrivances,form- 
ing a Project of ſo vaſt Extent, and of the molt mo- 
mentons Conſequence to all Europe, — and ſeconding it 
with Means ſo diſproportion'd, and ill fitted to their 
End yet ſo aſſured of its Succeſs— is one of the molt 
amazing Tranſactions of the Age we live in; which 
yet has been exceeding fruitful of ſtrange things. 
To think a Kingdom of fo great a Compaſs, wealthy 
beyond all Imagination, flouriſhing in Trade, power- 
ful in Fleets and Armies, moſt tender of its Liberties, 
tenacious cf its Laws and Cuſtoms, and Religion, and 
(for their ſakes as well as for her own) almoſt an Ido- 
lizer of its Queen ——ſhould tamely, on the ſudden, 


ſurrender all theſe Bleflings and Advantages, in ex- 


change for a deteſted Superſtition, Poverty, and Chains, 


under the Rule of one, whom they neither love, nor 
fear, nor know — and this to be effected by a Force, 


which heretofore would ſcarcely have reduced an En- 


gliſh Nobleman — may pals, upon the Reputation of the 
former Winter-Councils, and the uſual Precaution of 
its great Contriver, for a weil-12;4 Deſign : But ſure, 
with us, who know our Selves, our Intereſts, and our 
Inclinations, and who have ſeen the Iſſue, it muſt for 
ever pals for a moſt viin, ill. grounded Undertaking. 

See if I muſt not treat it in this Manner, or be o- 
bliged to lay an iuſupportable and everlaſting Weight 
of Guilt and Infamy on ſome of our Fellow-Subjects, 
who muſt encourage, and invite, and promiſe to aſſiſt, 
this ſtrange Attempt. 1 3 
And may it not as ſoon be believed, that a Prince, 
derſtanding, by a long, cloſe, and fix'd Attention to 
Affairs of great Importance and Variety, and by moſt 
conſtant Labours of the Mind, as well as by a long 
luxurious Courſe of Living yain and ambitious be- 
yond all Example —= pleas d to hear, and capable of 


believing the groſſeſt Flatteries— is it not full as 


eaſie to imagine, that ſuch a Prince might be, for once, 
A 4 infatu- 


r 


" "CE 


tempt would be but Madneſs) born in a Country of 


to bring them all to. Deſolation and Deſtruction, and 
fill the Land with Miſery and Blood, DELL Ct 


delivered from ſo much Miſchief, as even ſo ſmall an 
Army might have done, amongſt a People ſo defence- 
leſs, and ſo ill provided to withſtand them; and to 
up Time and Men, who would have been employed 
bly have interrupted the Publick Operations for a Sea- 
| fon, and conſequently have prevented even the Occa- 
tion of Aſſembling here, this Day. But to give Thanks 
of ſuch unnatural Wickedneſs, and Malice very near 


for and encourag'd this Attempt, is a thing that would 


not at all, had we not been authentically taught ro 
think - ſo. EN | | | . a= 


from whom we neither do, nor ought to expect leſs 


tis ſeaſonable and ſafe. But theſe profeſs their Enmi- 


| deftroy us, when they can; and we are well aware of 


_ Lives, ſhould be offered up, by ſuch as profeſs them- 


A Sermon Preachd before the 


infatuated, and form moſt wild Deſigns — as that 2 
Multitude of Men, (for without Multitude, the At- 


— 1 


great Liberty, profeſſing the Reform d Religion, and bound 
to their Scvereign by many ſacred and tremendous 
Oatbs, ſhould now againſt Humanity and Honour, 
againſt all Senſe of Conſcience, Duty and Religion, 
joyn with our implacable and'moſt inveterate Enemy, 


. 
Us 


| 


It would be Matter of Thankſgiving, to have been 


have diſappointed an Attempt, that muſt have taken 


much better in another Place; and which might poſſi- 


for a Deliverance from within our ſelves, from Men 
infernal, as thoſe muſt needs have been, who call'd i 


have entred laſt into ones Thoughts; and it may be 


We have indeed a Party of good Catholicks n 


than a ſecret Inclination to our Enemies, at all times; 
nor leſs than open Combination with them, when 


ty ; and we, in our abundant Lenity, forgive and ſuffer 
them; becauſe they hate us upon Principles, and mult 


fir, But that our Liberties, Eſtates, Religion, and our 
felves Reformed, and live among us, as our Friends, is 


a thing that is, in Theory, almoſt incredible. 0 
1 Mo | 5 One 


e 
1 


QUEEN at St. FASL 9 


One would, in truth, be ſomewhat flower to believe 
= ſich villainous Deſigns could enter into People's Hearts; 
that this Attempt might not take effect, in any Branch 


of it : One of which was, doubtleſs, to create as many 


Fears and Jealouſies, and mutual Diſtruſts betwixt us, 


as could be towards one another; that we might not 


= know who were our Friends, whom to converſe 


K, bs x 

. 
„ 
. 


withal, nor where to place any Truſt & Confidence. 
But we muſt blot out all our Charitable Schemes, 
when once we are aſſured, in Fact, that there were 


many from within, that muſt invite, encourage, and 


abett theſe Enemies of God, our Queen, and Govern- 


ment, our Laws, and our Religion. Upon this ſcore, 


the Bleſſing of God upon our Publick Councils, in 
diſappointing this Invaſion, is made deſervedly a Mat- 
ter of Thankſgiving. 5 „ 

Our Enemies were, ſurely, in good earneſt, when 
they order d Publick Prayers, and expos' d their Holy 
Sacrament, in all their Churches, to implore a Bleſ- 
ſing on this Undertaking ; and their High-Prieft himſelf 


thought fit to offer up his Interceſſion with Solemnity, 


to intereſt all the Saints and Angels inthe Enlargement 
of his Empire, and the returning us again to Spiritual 
Bondage, by virtue of a Temporal Conqueſt, of which, it 


"a ſeems, they doubted but a little. Want of Succeſs, is 
= never ſingly to determin of the Virtue of Mens Pray- 


ers: Let God alone (as He alone is worthy ) be the 
Object, and let the Matter of them be but fit and jaw- 
ful, and the good Mind intenſe and fervent in deliver- 
ing them ; the Prayers will then be good, whatever 


be the flue. But every thing convinces us, theſe Pray- 


ers have not aſcended up to God, with Favour and 
Acceptance. However, I could wiſh that we would 
learn from them, to be as zealous in a better Caule ; 
and be as hearty in our Thanks for our Deliverances, 
as They were earneſt in their Prayers for our De- 
ſtruction. Let them give Thanks whom the Lord hath re- 
deemed and delivered from the Hand of the Enemy, 
a Let us now turn 2 little 0 the | other Reaſon of 

TTT 
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. has anſwered fully to-the End and Myans propoſed 


Eriks for which we are Aſſembled here this b 
* had, indeed, formed (at our Eaſe) ſo many fine 'P 


schemes, and drawn ſo many gay Concluſions, from 
the Succeſs that had ſo oft attended our Victorious 
Arms, that, finding them ſlipt away (as it were) from 


between our hands, without their imaginary Fruits, 
we began to ſink into I know not what Spirit of De- 3 
ſpondency; and grew wneaſy, if not fearful. Tis a 


great Misfortune to a People, this, that they cannot 


only, not withdraw their Eyes from one Unhappy 
Day, in fo many happy Years ; but cannot be con- 
tent with doing nothing (as they wrongly call it) altho 
they in the mean time ſ»fer nothing. This Temper may, 


| ſome time or other, coſt them dear, by forcing wiſe 
and brave Men to precipitate Affairs, againſt their 


Judgment, and the Reaſon of . whatever the 


Iſſue is like to be. 


The Year, the People think, is quite loſt; that does 


not bring the Queen to this good Place, to render up 
her Thanks to God for ſome great Victory. That, to be 
ſure, is the Deſire of Her's, and all our Hearts. But wiſe 


Men mingle with their Zeal and Prayers, the Conſide- 
ration of the Uncertainties of War; the ſtrange and 


unexpected Turns, that now and then Affairs take; 


the many Accidencs (and ſometimes very ſmall and in- 
conſiderable ones) that overthrow Deſigns laid with 
rac greateſt Prudence, Secreſy and Caution; and break 


the beſt-concerted Meaſures ! in the World; ane thank 


God heartily for what Succeſs he gives, but are not 0- 


ver- much ſurprized, nor grow impatient at their Diſ- 


appointments.. All that the wiſeſt of che Sons of Men 


can do, is, to deſgn with Reaſon, and Probability; 


and pitch on Means molt ſuitable, and likely to atrain 
their End; but for the Event, chat is not in their 
Hands, nor are they anſwerable for it. 
The Poflure of our Affairs, at preſent, God be prai- 
ſed, wants not this, nor any ſuch Apology. The Evenr 
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and uſed. But had it not, the Overflowings of this 
froward Humour, had not, I doubt, been ſtopped by 
theſe Excuſes; which yet are ſuch as Reaſon, Expe- 
rience, and moſt conſtant Obſervation furniſh all Men 
with, that give themſelves leave to conſider. 
Theſe Murmurs, will be now, tis likely, drowned 
in the triumphant Noiſe, and Joy of Victory; and 
many Diſcontents, and ill Aﬀections, quieted by our . 
Succeſs, But they, who love their Country, 'wou'd 
be better pleas'd, to ſee Men act upon more Reaſon- 
able and Noble Principles; that the Eaſe of Gover- 
nors, and Peace of Governments, might not depend 
on any ſuch Uncertainties; nor They who with 
inceſſant Labours, watch for our Security at Home; 
nor They, who with the greateſt Toils, and utmoſt 
Hazard, fight for us Abroad; owe all their Praiſe, 
their Honour, and Reward, if not their Safety, to 
ſuch doubtful Iſſues, as the Defeat of Armies, and 
the Taking ſtrong Towns, needs muſt be. In a 
word, They are unhapppy Minifters of Peace and 
War, who pleaſe not, by their Prudence, Vigilance, 
and admirable Management; by their Activity, their 
Courage, Conduct, and all other proper Qualities, 
without Events ſtoniſhingly bappy. - Ct. Us ſend Home 
theſe barbarous Maxims to the Eaff, from whence, in 
an evil hour, we fetch'd them. ne 
Not to ſatisfie our Impatience, or any looſe, ill- 
grounded Expectations, but to fulfil tome great good 
Purpoſe of his own, it hath pleaſed God, this Summer, 
to crown Her Majeſty's Arms, and thoſe of Her Allies, 


with great Succels ; againſt an Army ſtrong and 


numerous, and made up of the Flower of Armies, 
with all the. Advantages of Ground and Situation, 
under a General of great Fame and Honour; excited, 
to make good the mighty Hopes conceived of him, 
by the Preſence of the moſt Illuſtrious Sons of France, 
who were to owe their future Glories to his wiſe 
Leſſons, and his brave Example. No ſmall Encourage- 
ment to greapand noble Undertakings. | 
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manded, under ſuch Excitements, ſhould march to meet their 


Darkneſs was as needful to thoſe Brave Men, as to the Fugitives 


miſtaking the Goal, and running backwards, had Vi&@ory been 


_  1ng-number, nor ſhewany other Spoils and Enfigns of a Victo- 
1, than what will rather look like bought or ſtollen, than won 
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To meet theſe Difficulties, nothing, under God, but Britiſo greatly 
Forces were believed ſufficient. And what will not They per- 1; 
form, inſpired with a good Cauſe, and with the Love and -Ho—- 
nour of their Queen and Country, and Led by a Commander, 


u 
whom they love to follow, ſtill ro reſcue from the extremeſt ful Fe 
Hazards ; and gladly they will hazard every thing, to preſerve jeſty, 
a Life with which each Soldier of the Army thinks his own is of ma 
faſt bound. 8 J N conſpi 

By lucky Accident, they were, at this time, more in heart, moſt F 


than uſually, in other Battles, by having at their Head, a Prince- 
ly Captain, whom both in giving Orders, and in Heat of Fight, 
They might, nor unhappily, miſtake for heir Own; ſo that they 
ſeem d to have their General always in their Sight, when yet thar 
General was, as uſually, in every Place of Danger. 

Tis no great Wonder, when we hear ſuch Forces, ſo Com- 
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Enemies, with as much Speed, as others fly from them; and 


Comm 
when they had overtaken them, ſhould quite forget their painful cauſe, 
Day, and fight as if they had riſen from Sleep, and all Refreſi- than 
ment. Had not the Sun gone down, Exceſs of Courage had Office: 
deftroy'd them, like an Enemy; no Humane Strength could and 


have ſuſtained ſuch Toil, much longer; too many of them muſt _ 3 
have ſunk under the Labours of Purſuit and Slaughter. The 


before them. __ | 3 
Let the Vaing- lorious Enemy now diſpute the Victory: The 
Princes, and the General, and the Army fled, except a few that 
ſtood, ro make the Others Flight ſecurer. BR 
Thoſe Princes would nor have begun their Race of Honour, with 


with them. Nor would the Generals Orders have been dated 
from a Place, where neither Friends nor Enemies expected him, 
but by Neceſſity: Nor will the wiſeſt After-game convince us, 
that his Flight was not precipitate and forced. Nor will the 
Army be diminiſhed lefs than many Thouſands of their Morn- 


in Field of Battle. | 
May all Dur Enemies, GREAT QUEEN, for ever 


be Viftorious, in this manner 


The Place I ſtand in, forbids me all Approaches even to Suſ- 
picious-Praiſe, much Wore to any thing beyond. Nor am [I 


Truth, 


— 
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Truth, what ſhould be ficly ſaid on this Occaſion. I ſhall be 


greatly wanting to my Subject; bur that, ar this Time, is more 
= tike to opprels, than fail me. Bur, happily for me, rhe Nation 
has prevented me: I cannot ſay a Word, upon this great Occaſi- 


on, but I muſt borrow it from ſome of our moſt zealous, faith- 
ful Fellow- Subjects. Whether it were, ro felicitate Her Ma- 


jeſty, upon the Unanimity of her Army, which, tho made up 
of many Nations, did yer, with an ambitious Emulation, all 


conſpire in trying who ſhould do their Duty beſt, and merit 


moſt Her Favour. Or whether, in particular, to give due Ho- 


ZZ nour to that High- born Prince, who by his Noble Ardour, and 


XZ Adventrous Courage, hath convinced them, He deſerves to be 


be Hope (but Diftant Hope) of Great Britain; and who (they 


promile to themſelves) ſhall, forty, fifty Summers hence, lead 


forth their Armies; if this triumphant Reign ſhall leave their 
Children any Enemies. Or whether it were to repeat the im- 


portant Labours of Her moſt Valiant, Wiſe, and Fortunate 
Commander, crown'd with freſh Laurels every other Year ; be- 


2 cauſe, it ſeems, they wither faſter in our unkindly Climate, 


than elſewhere. Or, the incredible Alacrity with which rhe 
Officers and Troops advanced to fight the Enemy; the Strength 


Allies, as well as Her brave Subjects, have behaved themſelves ; 
juſt as they would have done, could but Her Majeſty (encom- 
paſs d with good Angels) have been by, to look upon, to ani- 


mare, ro praiſethem, and reward them. Es 
I ſhould but very faintly reiterate, what tte Publick Voice 


hath ſaid already, on this glorious Action: But it becomes me 


juſt to mention thele Particulars, becauſe they were the happy 
22 Inſtruments, it pleaſed God to uſe, in giving that Succeſs, which 
brings us to His Temple at this Time, to render Him our hear- 
ty Praiſes for ir, „„ e 
- appy for us, in the next Place, if we could as clearly diſ- 
cern, that we had pur our ſelves into the Way of deſerving 


== theſe great Favours, as that we wanted them, and have re- 


2 ceived them ! But there the Text will till be true, and truly 
= applicable, as in its firſt Inſtance——= Not fer your ſakes do I ths, 


aith the Lord God, be it known unto you. We may, perhaps, 


imagine, that theſe Bleſſings are the Rewards of our Deſerts ; 
when we forget our ſelves, we may imagine ſo: But when we 
look about, ro fee where theſe deſerviig People live, whether 
E.; In Court, or Camp, in City, or in Country, we ſhall change our 
Minds, and find we are preſerved, as So in and Gomorrab might 
have been, by ſome few Righteous One among us ; or Bleſ- 


| (ed, 


and Fury with which they fought ; and their Humanity, in 
iparing thoſe that could be ſpared. How, in a word, Her High 
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ſed, when we are Bleſſed, not to Reward, but to encourage us 
to do our Duty. 6 


Did ever fair Example ſhine at Court with ſo ſmall Influence ! 


| where every Body praiſes, what they will not imitate : As if 
they were fo dazled with its Luſtre, that they rather loſt their 
Way, than were directed by it; ſo that it ſerves only to great- 
er Condemnation. Was ever leſs Devotion in Peoples Hearts, 
if we may judge by its Appearance in their outward Geſtures, 


in the Houſe of God, where even good Breeding will not now 
ſecure that good Behaviour, Silence and Attention, which Con- 


ſcience of the Heavenly Preſence, Reverence of the Place, and 
Company, and hope of Benefit did heretofore ſecure ? I ſtand 
not on Externals, tho I know Externals muſt preſerve the 


Subſtance of Religion; Religion is it ſelf much our of Coun- 


tenance, and loſes ground continually : Mens Practices, tho 
very naught, do hardly now belye their Principles, their Prin- 
ciples are ſo corrupted. The moſt important Truths of Chriſti- 
anity, are attack d with Inſolence, and great Rudeneſs, by 


every petulant and idle Writer; its Ordinances all decried; 


and huge Contempt pour d daily on its Miniſters. This impious 


Licenſe, may, for the preſent, pleaſe a ſceptical and looſe Ge- 


neration, but it can never long go well wich ſuch a People. 
Was ever Infidelit 
avowed, and leſs regarded? Theſe per jured People are not now 
at the trouble of concealing their falſhood from their injur'd 
Partners; it ſeems to make part of their Pleaſure, and their 
Greatneſs, to wrong them openly, in defiance both of God and 


Man. Tis Modeſty, and almoſt Virtue in this Age, to be a 


little Secret in theſe bad Affairs. __ e 
It may be, tis not thought a Fault with ſome, ro pals away 


the whole Life, as it were, in one continued Revel. Nor that 
Exceſs is any thing, becauſe it is the Work of every Day. 


Nor that Intemperate Gaming will be reckoned for, tho' it con- 
ſume more Time, than all the Buſineſs of their Life beſides 


takes up; and more Money than ever was expended by them 


on good Uſes. Nay, tho' it hinder them from giving up thoſe 
Fours they owe to God, ard ſerious Recollection, and doing 


thoſe good Deeds, which they would otherwiſe incline to do, 


and which their Abiliries and Condition would require of them. 
This is a growing Miſchief with us, and daily waſts up many 
noble Patrimonies, defrauds the Servant of his Wages, and the 
Labourer of his Hire, i, e. occaſions much Inzuſtice, by diſa- 
bling Men from Paige 
comes Them, even to Wives and Children and Relations, and 
Dependants. The gregr Oppreſſion and Corruption of 171 
np e 8 anc 
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and Breach of Matrimonial Contract, more 


tir juſt Debts, and doing What be- 
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and Officers, will be a leſs diſputed matter of Complaint, for 
the Cry thereof is great and general; nor does it much avail 
us, that the Meſters are as honourable and virtuous as Ekſha, if 
their Retainers are as greedy and corrupt as Gehai wass. 

The Time would fail me, to ſpeak to theſe, and many more 
Abominations, that almoſt over- run the Kingdom: But I may 
not make. it a Day of Reproach and Shame, which is a Day of 
Gladneſs and Thankſgiving. Only behold the Diſpoſition we are 


— 


8 * 


in, to receive theſe mighty Favours at God's Hands ! And think 


how truly it is ſaid, No- for jour ſakzs, do I this, faith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you. I * 
But what we thus deny to our unworthySelves, we may, I hope, 
in part, attribute to the Cauſe that we defend. We cannot be too 
little aſſured of our own Deſerts; nor yet too much, that we 

have Juſtice on our Side; for without this, we could not ſeek 
the Bleſſing of God, nor hardly thank him for Succeſs. But if 


| a Cauſe can be juſt without any Scruple or Exception, ſure, it 


muſt be the Maintenance of the Common Liberty; and an At- 
tempt to hinder haughty and ambitions Spirits, from being in a 
Condition to oppreſs the World about them, and enſlave them 


| at their pleaſure. And all the World has reaſon to be concern'd 
for a Cauſe that pleads its Liberty, and to rejoyce in the Succeſs, 
that lays Impediments in the Ways of ſuch deſtructive and unjuſt 
= Defigns. And 1 do not know that God can be invoked to aflift 


an Enterprize more pleaſing in his Sight, than the reſcuing Peo- 
ple from this dreadful Yoke, or the preventing them from com- 
ing under it. If any one thing be more his Hatred and Averſion 


© than another, it needs muſt be the Author of unjuſt deſtroying 


War, that diſturbs the Peace of Mankind, and brings ſuch De- 
ſolation on the Earth, and ſuch an endleſs Train of all ſorts of 


= Evils with ir, Succeſs againſt ſuch Undertakinps, is what we 
may moſt reaſonably ask at God's Hands, as reaſonably expect, 
but yer not claim as due, by Promiſe, or in Juſtice ; and when 
Wir follows, may as reaſonably preſume it comes from God, as 
any thing beſides ; and conſequently, may with all Sincerity 
return him Thanks for it. And could our Gratitude but equal 
the Favours we have indeed received at God's Hands, we ſhould, 


Bur all thar we can do, with reſpect to what is paſt, or to 


prepare our ſelves for What we farther want, and pray for -=-- 
will be, to attend to what the Prophet ſays in the following 
Words, Be aſhamed and confounded for your own Ways, O Hoe 
Ref 1/rael, and let the Senſe of all theſe undeſerved Favours, lead 
us to Conſideration, and Repentance, and Amendment. 


II. We 
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N We ſhould, if we conſider d Matters rightly, be contenr, 
rather to be reclaim'd from Sin, and deliver'd from its Punifh- 
ment, by rigorous and ſevere Inflictions, and the heavieſt Judg- 
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ments. than not at all. But we ſhall be without Excuſe, if we 


neglect to uſe his Mercies to this End and Purpoſe; and take 
occaſion from them, to reſolve to qualifie and fit our ſelves a great 


deal better for them, than we heretofore have done. This is 
ſo plain and fitting for us to do, that I will truſt it to the Reaſon 
of every one who hears me, without any further Exhortarion ; 


and conclude, as I believe you will be all well pleas'd ro do 
with me, with offering up moſt earneft Prayers to God, That 
He would bleſs the QUEEN, and Us, with a long and proſpe- 
rous Reign over us; crown her with his Goodneſs; mark 


out her many Years, with Triumphs and Succeſfes, like to this, 


as long as War ſhall be found neceflary, and with all the ſweet 
Felicities of Peace, when Peace ſhall be our Blefling. That He 


would favour all the good Deſigns She has ro make us happy, in 


Love and Unity with one another, in promoting Piety and Virtue 


diſcouraging Profaneneſs, Immorality, and all ungodly Licenſe: in 


_ theDiſtriburion of equal and impartial Juſtice,the Exerciſe of Cle- 
mency and Mercy, in their proper Seaſons; in ſecuring our Trade 


Abroad, and encouraging it ar Home. And that all Her Sub- 


jects Care may be, to ſecond theſe ſo good Deſigns, by doing 


each their Duty in their ſeveral Stations, by laying aſide all En- 


mities and and Differences with one another, renouncing to all 


Parties, and uniting to promote the Publick Welfare, in which 


all Private People will be ſure to find rkeir Account at laſt. And 
all this for the ſake of our adorable Redeemer: To whom with 
the Father, and the Bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour and Glory, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 55 4 


1 — 


= HE Relative Duties of Parents and Children! 


- Husbands and Wives, Maſters. and Servants : 


Conſider'd in Sixteen Sermons ; With three more 
upon the Cafe of Self-Murther. 
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